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the dealer was doing no more than Gauguin had told him to do.
Vollard wrote to say that he was waiting to see de Monfreid
in order to give him the money for the various things that
Gauguin had ordered, and that in consequence this time he
was not sending him the stipulated monthly sum* He promised,
however, to send him any money that was over with the allow-
ance of the following month. Gauguin told Daniel of his
exasperation: "One must keep an eye on him, then, all the
time/' he declared without justice. Daniel also received a
request. Gauguin asked him to send the female figure in
polychrome stoneware with flowing hair and Egypto-negroid
features that bore the name of Oviri, the same statuette that
Chaplet had once exhibited in his own showcase in the Salon
and that had caused so much commotion when Gauguin's
signature had been perceived. He wished first to put it in his
garden as an ornament and later to place it on his tomb.
Gauguin's property had continued to appreciate in value,
and he now believed it to be worth five or six thousand francs,
and he was proud that, in spite of his moments of starvation
and misery, he had been able nevertheless to save so much.
He only needed the Oviri, he felt, to complete its decoration.
The greatest of his worries came with the arrival of the
canvas that he had ordered* He had not painted for so long
that he knew he needed a period of serious training before he
could again feel sure of himself. When the canvas arrived he
found that it was non-absorbent, and he felt bewildered. He
had mastered the technique of painting on absorbent canvas,
and much of the brilliance of his colours was due to this. But
to achieve a satisfactory effect with the new canvas he would
be obliged, he felt, to undergo not only a period of training
but also to learn a completely new trade.
In November the action of the human element in his
arrangement with Vollard was only too noticeable. The dealer,
who was two months in arrears, sent 200 francs only, "think-
ing" that he would send 400 francs the following month*
"Which means that next month I shall It deltor for 600 francs.